






Reporting Child Abuse or Neglect
Mandatory Reporting in Texas: What Adults Need to Know

You must make a report if:

In Texas, all adults are required by law to report suspected child abuse or neglect. This means 
everyone (not just professionals) has a responsibility to act when they believe a child may be 
experiencing abuse or neglect.

The Texas Children’s Advocacy Center Network

Children’s advocacy centers (CACs) provide a safe, child-friendly environment that facilitates access to 
safety, justice, and healing for Texas children impacted by crime. CACs provide a multidisciplinary team 
(MDT) approach that improves the response to these crimes while supporting the emotional well-being of 
children and caregivers impacted by trauma.  

The Texas CAC network seeks to reach every child that needs the services of a CAC, provide every service 
required by that child, and make �H�Y�H�U�\���H�•�R�U�W to facilitate those services at the highest standard of care. 

Reports must include your name and phone 
�Q�X�P�E�H�U�����5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���N�H�S�W���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
by law, and people who report in good faith are 
protected from legal retaliation.  

If a child trusts you enough to speak up, or if your 
instincts tell you something isn’t right, what you do 
about it matters. 

Reporting is not about punishment, it’s about 
protection.
 
Making a report can stop abuse, prevent future 
harm, and connect children and families to help 
and healing. 

• A child tells you something harmful has happened
• You observe signs of abuse or neglect
• You suspect harm based on behavior, injuries, or concerning situations

Who Must Report?

• Every person in Texas who has reason to believe a child has been abused or neglected must 
report it.

• Nobody else can make the report for you.

When Should a Report Be Made?

• Immediately when there is  reasonable cause to believe abuse or neglect has happened or 
may happen.

• Professionals must report with 24 hours ���R�I���4�U�V�W���V�X�V�S�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�E�X�V�H���R�U���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W��

How to Make a Report in Texas

Report suspected child abuse to:

If you believe a child is in 
immediate danger, call 911.

Texas Abuse Hotline 
1-800-252-5400� 

www.txabusehotline.org

The police 
911 

Or local law enforcement 
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